21 . (Currently Amended) A method for managing health care-related infonmation about a 
patient as electronic records over a communications network comprising: 

electronically handling the records/as a plurality of component fields, each component 
field associated with a particular type of patieflWata associated with the patient : 

determining access rules to seleolively govern access to the component fields bv both 
health care providers and non health carfe providers, the access rules determined by the patient : 
applying the access rules before the component fields are accessed; 
providing access based on the access rules t o a first predetermined amoufrt oroup of the 
component fields of the records when a first access parameter is present , the first access 
parameter relating to desired access by a first group of individuals, the providing access based on 



the access rules to the first predetemmned group of the component fields including providing 



access to the first group of individuals 



. the first predetemnined group of the component fields 



providing access based on 
the component fields of the records 
access parameter is present, the si 
identical to the first predetermined 
parameter relating to desired acce 


me access rules to a second predetermined amountgroup of 
J when a second access parameter different from the first 
cond predetermined amoufltgroup of the component fields not 
jmouRtqroup of the component fields, the second access 
>s bv a second group of individuals not identical to the first 


group of individuals, the providing 


access based on the access rules to the second predetermined 


group of the component fields incli j 


ding providing access to the second group of individuals, the 


second predetermined group of th 3 


component fields relating to a second medical condition of the 


patient: and 

completely denvino to the 


second group of individuals access to at least a portion of the 


first predetemnined group of the co 


"nponent fields of the records when the second access 


parameter is present. 

22. (Canceled - incorporated i 


rto Claim 21) The-meth€d -of-Cteim 21 wt^er-eirK 



th e first acc e ss p a ram e t e r r ela t e s to d e s i r e d a cc e ss by a f i rst group of indiv i dua l s ; 



the s e c ond aoce&s-pafameter relates to <^qsife^^a€Ge^ss4)y-a^Gon^^ 

prov i d i ng a cc e ss to th e first group of i nd i v i dua l £ j ( th e first pr e d e t e rm i n e d a mount r el at i ng to a first 
m e d i ca l condit i on of th e p a t ie nt; and 

th e prov i d i ng acc e ss to th e s e cond pr e d e t e rmin e d a mount of th e compon e nt fi el ds 
i nc l ud e s prov i d i ng a cc e ss to th e s e cond group of i nd i v i du a ls, th e s e cond pr e d e t e rm i n e d a mount 
r el at i ng to a s e cond m e dica l condit i on of the p a t ie nt . 

23. (Original) The method of Claim 21/ wherein the detennining access rules includes 
considering a role of a person desiring access, the method further comprising evaluating a login 
identifier associated with the person, the login identifier associated with the role of the person. 



24. (Currently Amended) The metl|bd of Claim 21 wherein: 

the detennining access rules includes considering a role of a person desiring access; 
the first group of individuals iricludes acc e ss p a r a m e t e r r ela t e s to d e s i r e d a cc e ss by a 
first health care provide r having a fir^ role ; 

the„secoMflr.Q.yp...Q^^^ 
role not identical to the first role; afld 

the first predetermined anrKHJfltgroug of the component fields is not all of the component 



fields and.the.secon.d 



Mdsi.and 



predetermined group of the component fields 



25. (Canceled) The-n^ethod of 



Glafm- 24^ whefein the-seGond access parameter felates-to 



desifed-access-by a-Mling-of acGO Jnt4ng-persGnr^el and wherein^ the seGond-predeterfrfrined 

amount"Of4he-CGmponent-field&is-i^ffaGtionof--all-<>f-theGomponent-fi 

26. (CMLceleiSLThe-rnethod of pam 



udtyiti^ til \j i^iiiii^ ui CI wvuui I 




.lUI i oilfv/ 



nn el access4o4he-pat4ent^A/elfafe-G0fTHaoflent-fi€te^ 



27. (Currently Amended) The method of Clatm 21 wherein: 
the-detemnifimg-aGGess-fule&iflGliKJesconsidefifi^ 

the second g roup of individuals incluo es aoGess-paf an^l€ter•pe^ate&-to desifed access by a 
personal relation who is not a medical care provider of the patient; and 

the second predetermined amoufif hroup of the component fields is a fraction of all of the 
component fields, 

28. (Currently Amended) The meth/id of Claim 21 wherein: 

^s4o-desire d access b y a firs t g roup o f i n di v kltiaisi 

not i d e nt i ca l to th e first group of i nd i jfr i du al s; 

th e prov i d i ng a cc e ss to th e /first pr e d e t e rm i n e d a mount of th e compon e nt fi el ds i nc l ud e s 
prov i d i ng a cc e ss to th e f i rst gr ou p / o f indi v i du al s, the secondfw^ predetermined amount group of 
component fields is indicative of good health of the patient; and 

th e prov i d i ng a cc e ss to th e s e cond pr e d e t e rm i n e d a mount of th e compon e nt fi el ds 
i nc l ud e s prov i d i ng a cc e ss to th e second g roup of i nd i vidu a ls a nd d e ny i ng a cc e ss to th e first 
groufj'-of ^ndfvkkjalsrthe firstsepond predetermined amoyntgroyp of componeat„fieJd^^ 
of bad health of the pafient. 

29 . (Ca n cej ed). The-nr^etKod-of -Q 
the-fifst-access-parameteFfelates to-desfred-^^ 
the-second-access-par'ametef-Telates-tG <l6sir-ed-aGra 

nGt-idefttical-ta-the-fifst-grot p-of ifldividuals;- 

the prGvidlng-acGers tG the first predetermined-ameunt of the €omp^ 

-group of-ifldividualSrtha first- predetermined amount satisfying a first 
crrtenon about ^nonetary-afnountSGwed- by -the-patientf and 

the-providing access to the secGnd pfedetepmined amount of t+ie-^mpoflen^^ 
includesproviding-aGGess-to-the-seGond"-gr<>up--of+ndividtjalSr-th 

ef\ h\i thft.r>atiftnt- 

pd of Claim 21 wherein the determining access rules includes: 



providing access to the fifs 



oerttOTyti 

30. (Original) The meth! 




associating with one of the componenyfields pemnitted transactions selected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit, or any combination thereof; 

associating with the one componenyfield unpermitted transactions selected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify ,/and transmit, or any combination thereof; and 

restricting manipulation of the one component field to only the pemnitted transactions. 
31 . (Curentiv Amended - Incorporates prior Claims 38. 39) The method of Claim 21^ 
w herei n t h e d e t er m ifliflg-^CGes&-wl6s-if^l ud es c oftsideriflg-aHFole^ 
further comprising: 

selectively organizing the rec6rds or component fields thereof according to selectable 
parameters based at least in portion/upon the particular types of patient data; and 

compiling the organized reoords or component fields thereof into an electronic file history 
is storable in the electronic database for later access . 

(Currently Amended) The/method of Claim 21 wherein th e d e t e rm i n i ng a cc e ss ru le s 
i nc l ud e s all ow i ng th e p a t ie nt to d e t e mn i n e a port i on of th e acc e ss ru le s the first group of 
individuals includes health care providers and the second group of individuals includes health 
pare.PI0YJde[3.np^^ 

33. LQMt^nMAn)3M!^!^lM^^^^^^ handling health care-related records of a patient 
comprising: 

enabling an electronic batabase to store the records; 

defining a threshold event relating to both medicalp^ysiologiGa* and 
nM[pe.dicalrK>nf>hysiok)g+Gal d ita about the patientj.ihe.ihreshoJd.ey^^^ 

programming the data Dase or an associated computer with the threshold event; 

analyzing the records stored in the database to detemnine if the threshold event has 
occurred; and 

using the database or the associated computer to automatically provide an electronic 
notification, that is not an offer Jo have medical services perfonned, to an a non health care 
provider selected by the patien^ ietefested-efltity-upon occurrence of the threshold event as 
defined by the patient . 
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34. (Original) The method of Claim 33 wherein the records contain information received from 
various communications devices coupled to trie database or the associated computer. 

35. (Original) The method of Claim 33 wherein the threshold event relates to monetary 
amounts owed by the patient to a health care provider and wherein the electronic notification 
includes a request to make payments toihe health care provider after services are perfomed. 

36. (Original) The method of Clainry35 wherein the interested entity is the patient. 

37. (Original) The method of Claich 33 wherein: 
the threshold event relates t6 receipt by the database of an anticipated record; 
the interested entity is a personal relation of the patient; and 
the electronic notification includes at least a portion of the record. 

38. (Currently Amended/New/- like Claim 21) A m e thod for m a n a g i ng p a t ie nt h ealth car e 
r el at e d i nfonn a t i on compr i s i ng: 

configuring a n ele ctron i c d a tabas e to m ai nt ai n th e i nform a t i on as r e cords; 
h a nd li ng th e r e cords as a p l ur al ity of compon e nt fi el ds, th e compon e nt fi el ds a ssoc ia t e d 
w i th particu l ar typ e s of p a t ie nt d a ta; a nd 

seleGt+vely-€fgamz+ng-pe-feGords-oF-€omponen^tfields*€ 
par^metef&based-at-lea-st -in-fiortiofl-4*pGfl4he f)aFtk^ 
.A.method for man 



.records oyer a..c^^^ 



eJectroMcaJJ^.Mn 



M0..associate^^^ 



access rules determined at least in part b y the patient: 



determining access rules to selectively govern access to the component fields, the 



applying the access rules before the component fields are accessed: 



providing based on H e access rules for a first group of individuals access to a first set of 



component fields of the records when a first access parameter is present, the first access 



parameter relating to desired 



fields relating to a first condition of the patient: 



access by the first group of individuals, the first set of component 



providing based on the access rules for a second group of individuals not identical to the 
first group of individuals access to a second set qt component fields of the records when a 
second access parameter not identical to the fipst access parameter is present, the second set of 
component fields not identical to the first set off component fields, the second access parameter 
relating to desired access by the second grdup of individuals, the second set of component fields 
relating to a second condition of the patieni: and 

denying to the second group of individuals access to at least a portion of the first set of 



component fields of the records. 

39. (Currently Amended/New) T *=^eHqft^e(^^GtainFh364uft ti er co mp risin g com 
org a n i z e d r e cords or compon e nt fi el ds th a r e of i nto a n ele ctron i c fi le history th a t i s storab le i n the 



ele ctron i c datab a s e fo r later a c ce ss .The method of Claim 38 wherein the second condition relates 



to non-medical infomnation about the pat 



net! 
ent. 



40. (Cunrently Amended/New) T he-f m e thod of C lai m 38 wh erei n on e of th e s ele ct a b le 



p a ram e t e rs conc e rns pat ie n t b illing rela t 3 d d a t a . T he method of Claim 38 wherein the second 



group of individuals includes billing or aqcounting personnel and wherein the second set of 



41, CQurrentlyAmend^^^ 

Mds jMiMesMoiinatio 
clenxiMil36.MI!Lna.PIJc^^^ 

(Curreatjy Amen^^^^ 

the first set of component yelds satisfies a first criterion about monetary amounts owed 
by the patient; and 

the second set of component fields satisfies a second criterion about mone tary amounts 
owed by the patient. 

43. (C urrently A mended/tsle w) The method of Claim 42 wherein: 
the first group of individuals includes billing or accounting personnel: and 



the second group of individuals includes personal relations of the patient. 



44. (Currently Amended/New) The metHbd of Claim 38 wherein: 

the first set of component fields satisfies a first criterion about nnonetarv announts owed 




the second set of component fields relates to medical health of the patient. 



the second group of individuals includes health care providers. 



the first group of individuals inclides billing or accounting personnel: and 
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